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that he would be glad to be baptized. But his wife,
coming unexpectedly, diverted him from his pur-
pose, representing to him that it would not be proper
for him to go to heaven, since none of his relatives
were there; and she told the Father that he need not
go to any further trouble, especially as the sick man
had not his faculties and did not know what he was
saying. So, indeed, they remained just as they
were; [86] but fortunately for him, his sickness was
not fatal. It is a thing altogether worthy of com-
passion to see how some take the discourses that we
give them about heaven. On one occasion, a Savage
told the Father Superior that they were not very well
pleased when we asked the sick ‘‘ where they wished
to go after death, to heaven or to hell?’’ *‘‘ That is
not right;” said he, ‘“ we people do not ask such
questions, for we always hope that they will not die,
and that they will recover their health.”” Another
one said, ‘‘ For my part, I have no desire to go to
heaven; I have no acquaintances there, and the
French who are there would not care to give me
anything to eat.”” For the most part, they think of
nothing but their stomachs, and of means for pro-
longing this miserable life.

On the 13th, a Savage named Zeientoen, finding
himself very sick, sent of his own accord for the Fa-
ther Superior and earnestly entreated Baptism, testi-
fying to him that he had always believed all we
taught, and that he desired to go to heaven. This
simple man spoke from his heart, and when the Fa-
ther had briefly explained to him the Articles of our
belief, and the Commandments of God, he said,
““Yes, indeed, I believe all that, and have [87] re-
solved to observe all that God has said.”” So he was



